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races. This surprised me, for in Shanghai, though we did not
much like the Japanese, we did not let them worry us to that
extent, and the officials and diplomats got along well enough.
The fact is that the Moukden foreigners had seen the Japanese
over a number of years during which they were by no means
on their best behaviour ; moreover, the Japanese was in a
position to give orders in Manchukuo : few people can take a
sudden access of power without abusing it, and the British do
not take easily to being subordinate, and long periods of
restraint before real and imagined insults had got on their
nerves. Whatever the cause, a sustained hatred is an exhausting
possession, and I did not envy my colleagues in Manchukuo.

I left Moukden, after a brief tour of its depressing, dilapidated
streets, the day after I arrived, and entrained for Peking, where
I was to stay a while with my old friend Dudley, of Chengchow.
I looked forward keenly to this part of my holiday, for everyone
told me that nobody could be considered as knowing China
who had not seen Peking. I reached it in twenty-four hours,
the only untoward incident being provided by a Japanese
passenger at breakfast. Faced with a knife and fork and two
fried eggs (fresh ones, this time), he pushed aside the utensils,
bent forward, placed his nose in one egg and his lips to the other,
and inhaled, Dudley was at the station, and" took me off to his
charming house and wife, and introduced me to his embarrass-
ingly new baby.

There is certainly something good and rare in the human
atmosphere of the old capital. Here alone, instead of building
themselves pompous houses in large compounds, the foreigners
live in elegant Chinese houses, situated off back streets and little
lanes called hutungs, with little courtyards and fish-ponds, with
the dragon motif contorting the roof, and, if they are lucky,
with lovely Chinese furniture and ornaments inside. Here
alone Chinese and foreigners meet almost as equals, with the
equality which should bind people of culture all over the world.
The Chinese here have acquired from the foreigners not habits,
but ideas, which they value according to their worth, while the
foreigners have acquired the manners and polish and something
of the austere cultural values of the best Chinese. Peking
remains the cultural centre of China, being the home not only
of many Emperors, of the best universities, the best scholars
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